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Talks for 2019/20 
 

10th October 2019 

Dorothy Hamilton: “Thomas Sharp and his plan for Durham City in the 1940s” 

Thomas Sharp was born in Bishop Auckland and worked in Spennymoor. He 
eventually became a famous Town Planner, His plan for the City of Durham is very 
interesting in the light of what is happening today. 

 

14th November 2019 

Tim Brown: “A house with a history; the Elstobs of Foxton” 

When in 1707 Elizabeth Elstob committed to paper her family tree, she revealed a 
dynasty stretching from Richard the Lionheart and the Knights Templar to the “Age 
of Enlightenment”. Knights and clerics, farmers and felons, merchants and 
miscreants all feature in the tangled family tree which created the “Elstobs of 
Foxton”. How did Elizabeth Elstob and her brother William move into Royal circles 
and join the intellectuals of Oxford? Why were they known as the “Renowned 
Saxonists”? All is revealed as the four centuries of family fortunes are examined. 

 

12th December 2019 

Martin Roberts: “Old Durham Gardens” 

Old Durham Gardens are the restored walled and terraced gardens of the Heath and 
Tempest family, lying about a mile east of the Durham peninsula. Their 
establishment in the early-mid seventeenth century, and their restoration from ruin in 
the late twentieth century, were both pioneering in their different ways.  This talk will 
set the origins of the gardens in the historical context of other contemporary gardens 
in the city and also describe how the gardens were saved. 

 

9th January 2020 

Lee Brownson: “Auckland Castle Project” 

The presentation will include a brief history of Auckland Castle which was home to 
the Prince Bishops for almost 1,000 years.  It will also provide details of the £150m 
development programme which includes the restoration of Auckland Castle and the 
creation of several new art galleries. 

 

 



13th February 2020 

Robert Hillary: “Raby Castle Through The Ages” 

The Story covers Raby Castle from when it was the estate of King Canute 1016 -
1035, then on to the mighty Neville Family who built the castle and the current 
owners, the Vane Family, who bought Raby in 1626 and have been there ever since. 

 

12th March 2020 

David Butler: “Durham County and its Turnpike Roads” 

The Great North Road passing through the county was one of the first local roads to 
be turnpiked in the eighteenth century, but Durham’s mineral wealth, both coal and 
lead, and its transport requirements, resulted in a network of road improvements 
extending far up Durham’s Dales.   The reasons for turnpiking, its benefits, and its 
eventual abolition are examined in this talk, and we will also look at the turnpike 
which is local to Middridge, the Piercebridge and Tudhoe Lane End Road. 


